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This is the second office action for application number 10/708,617, Display 
Adjustably Positionable About Swivel and Pivot Axes, filed on March 15, 2004. 

Election/Res trictions 

Claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 34, and 35 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on January 3, 2006. 

Drawings 

Figure 12 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "56" has been used to designate both a vertical member 
and an overhead track. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
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amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in paragraph 
60, line 3, "50can" should be -50 can--; in paragraph 63, line 10, "68" appears to be 
incorrect and should be -38-; and in paragraph 71, line 14, "sent" appears to be 
incorrect and should be -send-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Applicant is advised that should claim 9 be found allowable, claim 10 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 
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Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informality: in line 4, -end- 
should be inserted after "distal". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States; and 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 9-11, 14-16, 18, 19, 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,836,478 to Sweere. Sweere discloses an electronic 
display assembly (10), comprising a first arm (40) rotatable about a swivel axis (@98); a 
second arm (36) coupled to the first arm, the second arm pivotable about a pivot axis 
(@42) orthogonal to the swivel axis; an electronic display (12) coupled to the second 
arm and adjustably positionable both about the swivel axis by rotation of the first arm 
and about the pivot axis by pivoting the second arm; wherein the display is adjustably 
positionable about the swivel axis independent of its positioning about the pivot axis; 
wherein the display is adjustably positionable about the pivot axis independent of its 
positioning about the swivel axis; wherein the first arm includes first and second distal 
ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent the second arm and wherein the 
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swivel axis passes through the second distal end of the first arm; wherein the second 
arm includes first and second distal ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent 
the first arm and the second distal end being disposed adjacent the display, and 
wherein the pivot axis passes through the first distal end and the second arm; a second 
pivot axis (lower element 42) orthogonal to the swivel axis, the display being adjustably 
positionable about the second pivot axis; wherein a portion of the display is rotatable 
about a second swivel axis (@32); and wherein the first arm is mounted to a wall (130). 

In regards to claim 26, Sweere discloses an assembly comprising: a carriage 
(94) movable along a translation axis; a swivel arm (40) coupled to the carriage, the 
swivel arm rotatable about a swivel axis; a pivot arm (36) coupled to the swivel arm, the 
pivot arm pivotable about a pivot axis; an electronic display (12) coupled to the pivot 
arm and adjustably positionable along the translation axis by movement of the carriage, 
about the swivel axis, and about the pivot axis; and wherein the swivel axis remains 
orthogonal to the translation axis throughout the adjustable positioning of the display, 
and the pivot axis remains non-orthogonal to the translation axis through a range of 
adjustable positioning of the display. 

Claims 1,9-11, 14-19, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,639,789 to Beger. Beger discloses an electronic display 
assembly, comprising a first arm (450) rotatable about a swivel axis; a second arm 
(460) coupled to the first arm, the second arm pivotable about a pivot axis (@462) 
orthogonal to the swivel axis; an electronic display (1600) coupled to the second arm 
and adjustably positionable both about the swivel axis by rotation of the first arm and 
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about the pivot axis by pivoting the second arm; wherein the display is adjustably 
positionable about the swivel axis independent of its positioning about the pivot axis; 
wherein the display is adjustably positionable about the pivot axis independent of its 
positioning about the swivel axis; wherein the first arm includes first and second distal 
ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent the second arm and wherein the 
swivel axis passes through the second distal end of the first arm; wherein the second 
arm includes first and second distal ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent 
the first arm and the second distal end being disposed adjacent the display, and 
wherein the pivot axis passes through the first distal end and the second arm; a second 
pivot axis (464) orthogonal to the swivel axis, the display being adjustably positionable 
about the second pivot axis; wherein a portion of the display is rotatable about a second 
swivel axis (@1606); and wherein the first arm is mounted to a ceiling. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 14-17, 19, and 22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,817,585 to Wagner et al., 
hereinafter Wagner. Wagner discloses an electronic display assembly (Figs. 1 &14), 

■ 

comprising: a first arm rotatable about a swivel axis; a second arm coupled to the first 
arm, the second arm pivotable about a pivot axis orthogonal to the swivel axis; an 
electronic display (14') coupled to the second arm and adjustably positionable both 
about the swivel axis by rotation of the first arm and about the pivot axis by pivoting the 
second arm; an apparatus (18) for receiving a person in a resting position; wherein the 
apparatus is a medical support apparatus for a patient; wherein the apparatus is an 
operating table; wherein the apparatus comprises a bed; wherein the display is 
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adjustably positionable bout the swivel axis independent of its positioning about the 
pivot axis; wherein the first arm includes first and second distal ends, the first distal end 
being disposed adjacent the second arm, and wherein the swivel axis passes through 
the first distal end of the first arm; wherein the first arm includes first and second distal 
ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent the second arm, and wherein the 
swivel axis passes through the second distal end of the first arm; wherein the second 
arm includes first and second distal ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent 
the first arm and the second distal end being disposed adjacent the display, and 
wherein the pivot axis passes through the first distal end of the second arm; a second 
pivot axis orthogonal to the swivel axis, the display being adjustably positionable about 
the second pivot axis; wherein the second arm includes first and second distal ends, the 
first distal end being disposed adjacent the first arm and the second distal end being 
disposed adjacent the electronic display, and wherein the pivot axis passes through the 
second distal end of the second arm; wherein a first portion of the display is rotatable 
about a second pivot axis; and the first arm is mounted to a ceiling. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Beger in view of U.S. patent 6,659,415 to Kummerfeld et al., hereinafter, Kummerfeld or 
U.S. Patent 3,950,086 to Schulman et al., hereinafter Schulman. Beger discloses that 
the assembly can be used in an operating area. Beger discloses the claimed invention 
except for the limitation of an apparatus for receiving a person in a resting position and 
the apparatus is a medical support apparatus. Both Kummerfeld and Schulman teach 
an assembly and an apparatus for receiving a person in a resting position and wherein 
the apparatus is a medical support apparatus for a patient. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have used 
an apparatus as taught by both Kummerfeld and Schulman since Beger discloses that 
the assembly is intended to be used in an operating area and it is generally known to 
have the apparatus taught by both Kummerfeld and Schulman, respectively, in such an 
area. 

Claims 4, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Beger in view of Schulman. Beger discloses the claimed invention except for the 
limitation of the apparatus being a dental chair, a chair or a recliner. Schulman teaches 
an assembly used in combination with an apparatus (13) wherein the apparatus is a 
dental chair that reclines. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have used a dental chair as taught by 
Schulman since Beger discloses that the assembly is intended to be used in an 
operating area and it is generally known to have a dental chair as taught by Schulman, 
respectively, in such an area. 
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Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Beger in view of Kummerfeld. Beger discloses the claimed invention except for the 
limitation of the apparatus being an operating table or a bed. Kummerfeld teaches an 
assembly used in combination with an apparatus (43) wherein the apparatus is a 
treatment table. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have used a treatment table as taught by Kummerfeld 
since Beger discloses that the assembly is intended to be used in an operating area and 
it is generally known to have a table/bed as taught by Kummerfeld, respectively, in such 
an area. 

Claims 12, 13, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Beger or Wagner in view of U.S. Patent 6,899,442 to Howell et al., 
hereinafter Howell. Beger and Wagner disclose the claimed invention except for the 
limitation of a second swivel axis passing through the second distal end of the first arm 
while the swivel axis passes through the first distal end of the first arm. Howell teaches 
an assembly having a first arm (50, 62) rotatable about a swivel axis (56), a second arm 
(66) coupled to the first arm and pivotable about a pivot axis (126) orthogonal to the 
swivel axis, an electronic display (42) coupled to the second arm, wherein the first arm 
includes first and second distal ends, the first distal end being disposed adjacent the 
second arm, and wherein the swivel axis passes through the first distal end of the first 
arm, a second swivel axis (64) about which the second arm is rotatable, the second 
swivel axis passing through the second distal end of the first arm, wherein the second 
swivel axis is parallel to the first swivel axis, wherein a first portion of the display is 
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rotatable about a third pivot axis (132). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the first and 
second arm arrangement in Beger or Wagner to have included the arm arrangement as 
taught by Howell for the purpose of providing more degrees of adjustment of the 
assembly in regards to the supporting structure and electronic display. 

Claims 29-33, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schulman in view of Howell. Schulman discloses a variably 
adjustable electronic display assembly for viewing by a person in a resting position, 
comprising: an overhead track (1 1 ); a carriage (14) movable along a translation axis; a 
swivel arm (17) coupled to the carriage; and an electronic display (21) coupled to the 
swivel arm. 

Schulman discloses the claimed invention except for the limitations of a pivot 
arm, a second swivel axis, a first pivot axis, a second pivot axis, a third pivot axis, and a 
third swivel axis. Howell teaches an assembly having a first arm (50, 62) rotatable 
about a swivel axis (56), a second arm (66) coupled to the first arm and pivotable about 
a pivot axis (126) orthogonal to the swivel axis, an electronic display (42) coupled to the 
second arm, wherein the first arm includes first and second distal ends, the first distal 
end being disposed adjacent the second arm, and wherein the swivel axis passes 
through the first distal end of the first arm, a second swivel axis (64) about which the 
second arm is rotatable, the second swivel axis passing through the second distal end 
of the first arm, wherein the second swivel axis is parallel to the first swivel axis, wherein 
a first portion of the display is rotatable about a third pivot axis (1 32). It would have 
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been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified the first and second arm arrangement in Schulman to have included 
the arm arrangement as taught by Howell for the purpose of providing more degrees of 
adjustment of the assembly in regards to the supporting structure and electronic display 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 38 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 2,798,938 to Jewell 
U.S. Patent 3,164,355 to Seitz et al. 
U.S. Patent 3,240,925 to Paschke et al. 
U.S. Patent 4,934,933 to Fuchs 
U.S. Patent 5,538,214 to Sinila 
U.S. Patent 6,027,247 to Tachi et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,719,253 to Oddsen, Jr. 
U.S. Patent 6,779,767 to Kuhn 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita M. King whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6817. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
acting supervisor, Kimberly Wood can be reached on (571) 272-6826. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAiR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ' s , 



273-8300. 




Anita M. King^) 
Primary ExarniTler 
Art Unit 3632 



March 20, 2006 



